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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this qualitative study were to investigate the following :
1) exposure to media presenting violent content of the youth 2) aggressive behavior of the
youth ; and media effecting aggressive behavior of the youth. Informants in this study
consisted of 12 youth in the centre obtained by purposive random sampling. A set of
interview schedules was used for data collection. Obtained data were analyzed by using
descriptive method.

Results of the study showed that the informants were 14 — 18 years old. Their
educational attainment were from fourth year elementary school to lower secondary school.
Some of them used to stay with their parents whereas others were from a broken-home family or
staying alone. Most of the informants participated in activities with their friends. They were
arrested because of the following : 1) property stealing ; 2) life and body harassment ; and 3)
sexual harassment. The informants perceived violent content through movies, TV soap operas,
games, friends, and family members. Most violent content were in the forms of fighting, criminal
news, and killing. They perceived violent content because of curiousity and friend grouping.
Friends were found to be an important factor which led to violent content perception.

The cause of aggressive behavior of the in formants was external factor which
mostly with their friends. The was the aggressive of others affecting friends and themselves.
Therefore, they performed aggressive behavior in response. The following were also found to be

important factors : social value , attitude , and belief of the youth such as sexual intercourse.
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Personal media having an influence towards aggressive behavior of the youth in
the stages of perception, interest, and evaluation were friends and the informants themselves in
the stage of decision-making.

For content of media effecting the aggression of the youths, the following were
found : the awareness stage — content about murder, fighting between groups, and sexual
harassment ; the interesting stage-content about methods of murder, crime committing, method of
fighting, weapons used for fighting, and form of sexual harassment; evaluation stage-content
about value of friend group, violence and aggression, sexual harassment of friends within their
group, and family violence instillment; decision-making stage-content about friend pursuation
and internal drive such as gang establishment, group fighting and sex intercourse showing.

With regards to the presentation method having an effect on the aggression of
youths, it was found, the following were found : the awareness stage-news pictures and stories
about the murder, presentation of pictures about aggression and violence, pictures about sexual
harassment; the interesting stage-method of presentation, that was, pursuation of friends to
perceive violence or aggression content leading to the occurrence of aggression and violence in
their groups; alterative evaluation stage-showing of aggressive behavior and sexual harassment by
friends within their group; decision-making stage the stimulation to commit mistakes by friends
in their group and occurred situations as well as environmental reinforcement such as opponent

cursing and challenging,
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