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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted to investigate: 1) community and farmer group
context; 2) problems encountered in upland rice growing; and 3) guidelines for
strengthening of the farmer group growing upland rice at Ban NamYen, Koksathorn sub-
district, DanSai district, Loei province. The sample group consisted of 43 farmers
growing rice at Ban Nam Yen. Data were obtained by questionnaire, in-dept interview
and focus group discussion. Obtained data were analyzed by using descriptive statistics

and typological analysis.

Results of the study revealed that Ban Nam Yen community was located in
a mountainous area at 570 meters above the sea level. The upland rice farmers were
Buddhists and 52 years old on average. Their household land area covered 42.81 rai
each on average, only 8.37 rai on average were used for growing rice. Most of the rice
farmers also grew maize for household consumption. They used Khao Siew Kliang and
Khao Luem Phua seeds for upland rice growing. They grew upland rice during May-July
and harvested it during October-December. The upland rice production costs was 7,000
baht per growing season on average. The upland rice farmers had a high level of roles
in group operation but a highest level in group strengthening and reliability. They

developed the group in all aspects on the basis of self-reliance and sustainability.

Regarding guidelines for strengthening the group, the upland rice farmers

needed for support on value added under rice standards. Besides, they willing to



accept help in terms of rice production technology and agro-tourism activities for

supplementary income generating.

Keywords :  upland rice, rice production group, strength of the farmer group
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