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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to investigate: 1) socio-economic attributes of farmers; 2) farmer
participation in vegetable and fruit tree growing extension under good cultivation system practice;
3) factors naming relationships with farmer participation in the vegetable and fruit tree growing;
4) problems encountered and suggestions of the farmers about the participation in vegetable and
fruit tree growing: and 5) process of potential development of the farmers participating in the
vegetable and fruit tree growing Locale of the study was at Prabhahthuaytom Royal Project
Development Center, Lamphun province. The sample group in the quantitative study consisted of
100 farmers and the participatory action study consisted of 20 farmers in Prabhahthuaytom Royal
Project Development area. Questionnaire, focus-group discussion, and community venue were
used for data collection. Obtained data were analyzed off finding frequency, percentage, Mean
and standard deviation. Besides multiple regressions analysis was also employed and obtained
data were sorted into groups.

Results of the study revealed that most of the informants were male, 45 years old on
average, and elementary school graduates. They had 5 family members on average with a family
income of 5,001-10,000 baht per month and their land holding was 17.31 rai on average. The
informants perceived information through various media for 14 times per month and contacted
agricultural extension workers for 2.63 times per month on average. Besides, they attended a
meeting or joined an educational tour for 1-2 times per year on average. The informants had a
high level of benefits from vegetable and fruit tree growing and knowledge / understanding about
good cultivation system practice. Findings showed that they had a moderate level of the
participation in the vegetable and fruit tree growing extension. There was a statistically significant
relationship at.05 between the farmer participation and the following; a number of family
members, size of land holding, participation in agricultural activities, and settlement of the
informants.

Regarding problems encountered, the following were found: the informants did not put
the importance on the participation due to time constraint; and ineffective relations on the benefits
of the project. For suggestions, the time of project implementation should be appropriate and the

steps of project implementation should be informed to the participants more than ever. It was



found that the process of farmer potential development for participatory learning consisted of the
following 6 steps: 1) the first holding a participatory action meeting to meet agricultural extension
workers and the team of researchers; 2) the second holding to analyze problems encountered and
make a plan of vegetable and fruit tree growing; 3) a group meeting for brain storming and
decision —making; 4) project implementation with the coordination among the farmer group,
agricultural extension workers and concerned personnel; 5) holding a training and educational

tour; and 6) project monitoring and assessment.

Keywords: development, participation, good cultivation system practice
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