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ABSTRACT

This qualitative and quantitative study aimed to explore general conditions
of topographic context, activities, farming forms and incomes of farmers in Baan
Namphrae, Hangdong district, Chiang Mai province. Semi-structured interview
schedule was used for data collection conducted with 15 farmers in Baan
Namphrae. Obtained data were analyzed by using qualitative description. Findings
showed that Namphrae village covered an area of 70square kilometers. It housed
2,050 households or 7,186 people (3,495 men and 3,691 women) with the people
density of 81.13 persons per square kilometer. Its topographic area was a flat plain
and a foothill area which one-half of its area (50%) was in a national reserved forest
(Mae Thachang-Mae Khanin forest). Baan Namphrae had quite long summer but

short cold season while length of rainy season was normal.

Locale of the study was specifically at Moo 4, Baan Namphrae having the
population of 1,153 : 568 men and 585 women (318 households). Most farmers
there leased the land for farming and the land was included in the soil series
15. That was, it was a very deep sandy soil caused by stream sediment, the soil
reaction is neutral or alkaline, poor water drainage, and low/moderate rich
soil. Crops grown there included rice, soybean, vegetable and longan. Data
collection is this study was on the basis of size classification : not more than 1 rai =

33.33%, 1-2 rai = 33.33%, and more than 1 rai = 33.33%. The farmers there used



their own capital for the investment of agricultural activities. Water sources for their
farming were irrigational system and pond in the area. Small-scale farmers there
mainly use household workforce whereas some others used hired workers during
harvest season. Most of them did not have debts. It was also found that farmer

there used chemicals and bio-substance for crop maintenance.

Findings showed that farming forms in Baan Namphrae comprised the
following : 1) only growing vegetables, 2) growing vegetables and fruit trees, 3)
growing vegetables, fruit trees and field crops, 4) growing vegetables, fruit trees and
rearing fish, 5) growing rice and animal domestication, 6) growing vegetables and
animal domestication, and 7) animal domestication. Regarding the only vegetable
growing, cucumber and string bean were widely grown and there was a monopoly on
trading by capitalists who supported seed and agricultural
materials/equipment. Most of the farmer mainly used irrigational water and only 5

farmers dag a pond for water use in the dry season.

For suggestion guidelines, those having not more than 1 rai of farmland
should grow fast growing crops as the household/community food source. Those
having 1-2 rai of farmland should grow many kinds of crop in rotation. Those having
more than 2 rai of farmland should dig a pond for water use in the dry season and
they can earn supplementary incomes from aquatic animal rearing. However, the
farmers should avoid using chemicals for crop production such as pesticide and
chemical fertilizer for safety of the farmers and customers. Besides, it is the

reduction of production costs.

Keywords :  farming method, Baan Namphrae agriculture, agricultural area

management, agricultural form and method
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