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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted to investigate: 1) socio-economic factors of farmers in
Baan Palan, Prao district, Chiangmai province; 2) learning process of the farmers on the New
Agricultural theory practice; and 3) problems encountered in the New Agricultural theory practice
of the farmers. Informants in this study were 160 farmers obtained by simple random sampling in
accordance with that of Yamane. A set of interview schedules was used for data collection and
analyzed by using the Statistical Package.

Results of the study revealed that most of the informants were male, 48.64 years
old on average, married, and elementary school graduates. The informants had 4 family members
on average. They had their own land for 12 rai on average and grew fruit trees as their main
occupation. The informants had an average annual income for 190,350.14 baht. They used their
own capital for growing fruit trees and they had savings for 26,315.84 baht on average. Most of
the informants were not members of an agricultural group. The informants had agricultural
experience for 25.02 years on average but they had never attended training on the New
Agricultural Theory practice. They perceived information about New Agricultural Theory
through television. They contacted agricultural extension workers for 3times per year on average.
They had a high level of an agreement to the New Agricultural Theory.

Regarding learming process on the New Agricultural Theory practice of the
farmers, it was found that the informants had a moderate level of the New Agricultural Theory
practice in terms of perception and understanding and a low level in adjustment. It was found that
there was a statistically significant relationship between the leaming process of the informants

and the following: agricultural experience, agricultural extension worker contact, and attitudes



(6)

toward the New Agricultural Theory practice. However, there was no statistically significant
relationship between the learning process of the informants and the following: sex, age, marital
status, educational attainment, a number of family members, size of land holding, capital source

for farming, being a group member, training experience, and information perception.
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