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ABSTRACT

Title : Female Members’ Participation in Agricultural
Cooperative Muang Surin Agricultural Cooperative,

Ltd. Surin Province.

By : Pramvadee Sitdhikosee
Degree : Master of Sciences (Cooperative Economics)
Major Field : Cooperative Economics

..............

Chairman, Thesis Advisory Board : g‘ﬂ/wg° //VUW'”’/ 4

The objectives of the study on Female Members’
Participation in Agricultural Cooperative Muang  Surin
Agricultural Cooperative, Ltd. Surin Province were to
investigate : 1) personal, economic and social characteristics of
female members ; 2) the participation of female members in
agricultural cooperative ; and 3) the factors correlated with the
participation of female members in agricultural cooperative.

The total number of r%pondenté in this research were 268
female members in Muang Surin Agricultural Cooperative, Ltd.,
selected by multi-stage random sampling from the tolal female
members of 1,226. The data were gathered by interviewing
according to questiomnaires, decoded, analyzed by means of
computer, SPSS/PC* program and the statistics were presented as
percentage, mean and coefficient correlation.

The results of this study indicated that the female members

of the Agricultural Cooperative had an average age of 46 years.
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Most of them were married, had completed Grade 4 of primary |
educationi, had an average member of 4 persons per family and an
average annual family income of 25,025 baht. With regard to the
female members’ active interest in obtaining new knowledge and
participation in local organizations, it was found that the
majority of the female members had not active in such activities,
but most of them were members of cooperative women groups who
became members in the agricultural cooperative because they could
obtain loans at the low interest and their average duration of
membership was 5 years.

It was found that the female members have never attended
any training course from the cooperative, but their perception of
objectives and cooperative implementation were in average level
and their satisfaction with benefits gained from membership was
high. Most of the female members always got the agricultural
informations from the chairman of the member groups.

It was also found that, concerning of the female members’
participation in the agricultural cooperative activities, most of
the female members participated in credit activity by borrowing
from the cooperative, buying more shares and opening the saving
accounts with the cooperative. But the amount of their shares
as well as their deposit in the account were small. Most of them
did not participate in selling and buying goods through the
cooperative. Besides nearly all of them attended the group
meeting and the ordinary gereral meeting but they never expressed

their opinions in the meeting.
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It was found that, in the matter of the correlation between
the participation in the cooperative activities with personal,
economic and social characteristics of female members varied
according to their age, educational level, income, training from
the cooperative, perception of objectives and cooperative
implementation and satisfaction with benefits gained from
membership.

Recommendation for the guideline of increasing the
participation in the cooperative activities of female members in
Muang Surin Agricultural Cooperative, Ltd. should be in the field
of training the female members regularly and consistently so that
they would be able to understand the principle and cooperative
implementation better ; supply the supplementary occupation which
help them earn more income, and make the habit of saving and

being economic prevail among them.
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(Conceptual Framework)
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(Research Methodology)
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(The Respondents and Sampling Procedure)
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(Research Results and Discussion)
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