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ABSTRACT

Abstract of thesis submitted to the Graduate School Project of Maejo University in partial

fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Science in Agricultural Economics

RETURNS ON DAIRY FARMING OF FARMERS IN AMPHUR BANT]I,
CHANGWAT LAMPHUN
By
WIPA KEAWYONGPHANG
MAY 2001

Chairman : Assistant Professor Choosak Jantanopsiri
Department/Faculty : ~ Department of Agricultural Economics and Cooperatives,

Faculty of Agricultural Business

The objectives of this study were to find out 1) cost and returns on dairy farming
of farmers in Amphur Banti, Changwat Lamphun; and 2) their problems in dairy farming and
their needs for help form the government and private sectors.

The data was collected by interviewing 72 dairy farmers in Amphur Banti,
Changwat Lamphun and analyzed through the SPSS to find out percentage, arithmetic mean,
maximum, minimum, and standard deviation. The cost-return analysis was conducted by
calculating and averaging the cost and return per head.

The results revealed that the farmers’ average age was 38.57 years. They were all
male. Most of them were married and attained primary education. They had an average of 3
family members, 2 of whom contributed to farming. Their average income from dairy farming
was 100,001-200,000 baht/year and average dairy farming experience was 5-10 years.
The reason for doing dairy farming was high and regular incomes obtained. Their farms were
mostly medium-sized, with 11-20 cows/farm. The average area of each farm was 3.67 rai and the

area for growing fodder crops was 2.57 rai, yielding insufficient fodder, especially in the dry



(6)

season. Milking was mostly done by machine and most of the farmers hired labor for milk
delivery.

The farmers’ net income from dairy farming was —3,120.83 baht/farm/year; net
income in cash, 178,813.06 baht/farm/year; and net income over variable cost, 51,995.75
baht/farm/year.

The problems facing the farmers were repeated artificial insemination, diseases,
insufficiency of fodder crop, and prices of raw milk lower than cost. They wanted livestock
officers to provide more help in animal husbandry and artificial insemination as well as to have
the raw milk price guarantee system provided by the government.

As dairy farming is a dynamic activity, farm records should be continuously kept
so that developments can be observed. Also, studies should be conducted on other aspects of

returns e.g. social and environmental benefits and the farmers’ quality of life.
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(The Research Instrument)
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