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ABSTRACT

Title : A Comparison on the Participation of Male and Female Members

in Khunyoam Agricultural Cooperative Limited, Maehongson

Province
By : Pairat Smerchuer
Degree : Master of Science (Cooperative Economics)

Major Field : Cooperative Economics

Chairman, Thesis Advisory Board : ‘B‘7:""/ ................

(Assistant Professor Buncha Triwittayakun)

The objectives of the research were 1) To identify the differences
in personal background, economic and social status between female and male
members; 2) To identify the differences in participation in activities of the
cooperative between female and male members, and 3) To identify factors
affecting female members' participation in the cooperative activities.

The respondents of this study were 205 members of Khumyoam
Agricultural Cooperative Limited in Maehongson. Among those members, there
were 108 female and 97 male.

Data collection was done by using the questionnaire and SPSS

program was used in data analysis.

The conclusion of the research results were as follow :

1. Most members of Khunyoam Agricultural Cooperative Limited
were between 36-45 years old. The average age of female members was 42 and
of male members was 45. Membership length varied from 1-10 years, but most

of them had been members for 4-6 years on the average.
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Their primary occupation was rice farmer. The secondary
occupations were labour in agricultural and general employments. Female and
male members obtained non-significantly different net annual income which
were between 30,001-40,000 baht. They were very satisfied with the benefits of
being membership. Female members were most satisfied with the Cooperatives'
loans while the male members were satisfied with the return of dividends from
Cooperatives' shares. The male members had better perception in operational

methods of the Cooperatives.

2. The analysis on the difference between males and females'
participation in Cooperatives' 7 activities found that there were 4 significant
different participating activities, namely, the deposit activity, the share holding
activity, the sales business activity, the group meeting and the general meeting
activity. The aneilyéis also found 3 non-significantly different participating
activities. These included the credit business activity, the ordering business
activity, and the training activity held by Cooperatives or other related

organizations.

3. The study on the relationship between participating activities and
personal background, economic and social factors of female members such as
age, income, cducation, family size, membership length, beneficial satisfaction,
and the perception on Cooperatives’ operational method found age, incomce
family size, and membership length possessed significant relationship at 95
confident level. For male members, four factors which related to participating
aciivities were income, cducation, membership length and the perception on

Cooperatives' operational method.
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(Conceptual Framework)
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AUNATIUNITIVY
(Research Hypothesis)
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(RESEARCH METHODOLOGY)
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(The Research Instrument)
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(Analysis of Data)
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(RESEARCH RESULTS AND DISCUSSION)
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