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ABSTRACT

Title : FARMER’S SATISFACTION TOWARD SOYBEAN SEED PRODUCTION
PROJECTS’ OPERATION IN MUANG DISTRICT, LAMPANG
PROVINCE, THAILAND.

By : Napajarat Ammartyothin

Degree : Master of Agricultural Technology (Agricultural

Extension)
Major Field : Agricultural Extension

Chairman, Special Problem Advisory Board :

(Associate Professor Dr. Numchai Thanupon)

I3, b0, [

ooooooo

The objectives of this study were to investigate (1)
personal and socio-economic backgrounds of soybean-growing farmers
in Muang District, Lampang Province; (2) the farmers’ satisfaction
with implementation of the soybean seed production project; and
(3) the farmers’ problems concerning the project and solutions to
the problems. The data were collected by using questionnaires in
interviewing 64 samples of farmers growing soybeans in irrigated
areas in the dry season and selected by simple random sampling,

decoded and analyzed by computer, SPSS program.

The results showed that almost all of the respondents
were male and married, with an average age of 45 years. Most of
them had completed grade 4.of primary education. Socio -
economically, they had an average soybean - growing area of 9 rai,
variety S.J. 4 was mainly grown. An average soybean output was
- 185 kilograms per rai, lower than the standard. The output was
sold to the Plant Propagation Center 3, in Lampang. The average
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number of household members was 5 and the average agricultural
labor was 3 persons. Most. of the families employed extra labor
force during the planting season. The respondents were trained
in soybean growing at the Plant Propagation Center 3 and had an
average of 9 years experience in growing soybean. Most of them
obtained knowledge of growing soybean primarily from the officials
in charge of soybean propagation plots.

Concerning satisfaction of the implementation of the
soybean seed production project, it was found that most of the
respondent.s were satisfied with all the seven activities : (1)
selection of land areas and farmers for the preparation of
propagation plots 3 (2) method of selection of land areas and
farmers for the preparation of propagation plots; (3) training of
farmers working on propagation plots; (4) duties and responsibilities
of farmers working on prepagation plots; (5) control system and
quality inspection of propagation plots; (6) estimation of
soybean output.; and (7) purchase of soybean output obtained from
propagat.ion plots.

However, some respondents indicated dissatisfaction with
some aspects of activities as follows : (1) acquiring tools,equipment,
and chemicals by the farmers themselves; (2) not beiné allowed to
grow other crops around the plots; (3) the areas covering 50 - 60
rais (4) intensiveness of the training and the farmers already
having knowledge of some topicss (5) purchasing seeds and rhizobium
in cash; (8) low sprouting percentage and uneven size of seeds; (7)
excessive elevation of the seed-beds which caused the problem of
water supplys; (8) large quantities of seeds being taken for
inspection by the officers; (9) transport of seeds for sales to
the group leaders’ houses which caused a high investment cost;

and (10) payment by the Center in form of cheque.
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The farmers’ problems concerning the implementation of
the project included the following : personnel : infrequent visits
to the plots by the extension personnel; finance : the Center’s
payment. in form of cheques matefial and equipment : inadequate
threshers and low sprouting percentage of seeds; and management
techniques : inadequate labor force and water shortage during
flowering and fruiting periods.
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(RESEARCH METHODOLOGY)
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(Populat.ion and sampling procedures)
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(Operat.ional definitions)
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