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ABSTRACT

Title : Socio-Economic and Environmental
Consequences of Dairy Cattle Raising as
Viewed by Dairy Farmers in Phachuap
Khirikhan Province, Thailand

By : Miss Jantana Boonsiri

Degree : Master of Science

(Agricultural Extension)

Major Field :  Agricultural Extension
Chairman, Thesis Advisory Board : ........ é???%f%%ﬁ ...... oA

(Assoc.Prof.Dr.Numchai Thanupon)

Rl DE ST

The objectives of this research were to investigate :
1) personal characteristics of dairy farmers ;3 2) socio-economic
and environmental consequences of dairy cattle raising ; and 3)
problems and obstacles as well as recommendations concerning dairy
cattle raising. The data were collected by means of interview
schedules from 276 samples selected by systematic random sampling
from dairy farmers in the districts of Huahin, Pranburi, Guiburi,
Muang, Tabsakae, Bangsapan and Bangsapannoi and analyzed by using

the SPSS/PC’ computer program.
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The results imdicated the following :

Personal characteristics The respondents had an
average age of 43 years. Most of them had completed grade 4 of
primary education and owned land and medium-sized farms with an
average of 8 dairy cows. The majority of the respondents indicated
they had more working days and no other activities when raising
dairy cattle. They had an average of 7 years experience in dairy
cattle raising. Most of them did not gain off-farm incomes and

their incomes obtained from other farming activities become lower.

Socio-economic and environmental consequences Most of
the respondents spent higher working capital and gained higher
returns. Business investments and uses of credits were greater,
the greatest source of credits being the Bank for Agriculture and
Agricultural Cooperatives. No extra employment was needed due to
sufficient family labor force. Having engaged in dairy cattle
raising, the respondents’ training experience, access to
information, contact with government personnel and membership to
farmers’ groups‘ were at a higher level. Their free time was
lessened but their contribution to the public remained unchanged.
The respondents had more social meetings with neighbors, and
related government personnel and agencies. Their visits to
relatives in other provinces were less frequent but their milk
consumption was greater. Most of the respondents stated that
dairy cattle raising improved soil conditions but concentrated and
roughage feed, especially pineapple peels, caused soil
deterioration. Water already used for cleaning containers and

equipment, cattle and pens did not affect conditions of water
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resources. Concentrated and roughage feed leftover worsened

climatic conditions but cow dungs did not have any inf luence.

Problems and obstacles The majority of the respondents
stated the following problems : (1) lack of knowledge of artifi-
cial insemination ;3 (2) shortages of seed and forage crops in dry
seasons (3) infrequent provision of training by government
personnel ; (4) shortages of water for use on farms ; (5) the
farmers’ insufficient background knowledge 3 (6) small quantities
of milk given by dairy cows ;3 (7) lack of knowledge of animal
health 3 and (8) insufficient credit for investment and a high
rate of interest.
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