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ABSTRACT

This qualitative study was conducted to investigate: 1) background of the
wisdom about production of Karen textile weaving of Khun Pae Housewife Handicraft
Group Community Enterprise; 2) the wisdom about the production of Karen textile
weaving of the community enterprise; and 3) the process of Karen textile weaving

product development of the community enterprise.

According to objective 1, an interview schedule was used for data
collection conducted with a sample group of 5 elderly people. It was found that
woven clothes and clothing of the Karen people were considered unique in everyday
life and ritual ceremonies. Also, the traditional dress was woven using an ancient
loom called “Kee Eaw”. It produced the cloth having a narrow width and many
pieces were joined together to be a big piece of cloth. It had different colors and
patterns which reflected beliefs, thoughts, and surrounding nature. The patterns that
appeared could be divided into three categories: animal pattern, plant pattern, and

other mixed patterns which conveyed different meanings.

In terms of objective 2, an interview schedule was used for data collection
conducted with a sample group of 14 weaver members. It was found that there was

no cotton cultivation in the village for weaving but conservation. However, ready-



made white cotton threads were purchased from other sources and dyed naturally
with traditional methods from local raw materials. There were products made from
woven clothes of 5 forms : Karen shirt, Karen Sarong, blanket, shoulder bag, and
scarf. These products were sold in community shops and markets outside the

community in various occasions.

Based on objective 3, an interview schedule and focus group discussion
were used for data collection. It was conducted with a sample group of 14 weaving
members. It was found that most of the informants wanted to learn more about
product development design. Thus, there was organizing of educational activities to
enhance skills. The principles used to develop cloth products included knowledge
acquisition, educational trip, learning by doing, and participation in an
assessment. Existing cloth products were reworked in to modern products. From
the results of such activities, it comprised the following: 1) knowledge acquisition
activities convinced the weaving members realized that existing woven cloth
products could be further developed to generate additional business value; 2)
educational trip gave rise to the idea that would improve existing products to be
modern; 3) learning by doing encouraged group forming to design modern products
with the combination of existing patterns which conveyed traditional meaning of the
community; and 4) participation in an assessment encouraged group members to
propose ideas about designing products from their own woven clothes. Possibility
and period of time of operation were as determined. There was adjustment of the
time period to be appropriate with actual operations. Also, there was an assessment
of the quality of the products based on beauty, refinement, durability in use, and

value in the form of variety of tasks using.

Keywords :  Karen textile weaving, wisdom on Karen textile weaving production,

community enterprise, handicraft group
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