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ABSTRACT

Title : The Use of Malaysian Rice Variety for Off-season

Cultivation as Viewed by Farmers and Agricultural

Officers in Pattani Province, Thailand
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Chairman, Thesis Advisory Board : ....,f?éZf??fﬁ?%?....4%?%:;@?fﬁ???’¢\—’
\

(Dr. Numchai Thanupon)

Associate Professor.

oooooo

The purpose of this study was to investigate (1) personal
and socio-economic background of the farmers practising off-season
cultivation using Malaysian rice variety (2) the farmers and
agricultural officers’ levels of opinions towards characteristics
of the rice variety and (3) commonality of opinions towards the
rice variety of the farmers and agricultural officers. The data
were collected by means of questionnaires distributed to 222
samples, consisting of 198 farmers and 24 agricultural officers in

Pattani province, and analyzed by computer, SPSS program.
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The results were as follows :

Personal background. The farmers had an average age of 46
years, had completed the 4" grade of primary education. All  of

them were Muslims and had an average of 2 times per year in training.

Economic background. The farmers had an average annual
income of 24,258 baht per person, an average annual expense for
off-season cultivation of 1,752 baht and an average annual profit
from off-season cultivation of 7,458 baht. The average agricultural
land was 8 rai per family and the average land for off-seson
cultivation was 6 rai per family. The average family labor was 3

persons.

Social background. Nearly 50 percent of the farmers were
members of the agricultural group; most of them participated in the
activites of the group. Almost all of them were informed of the use
of Majanu rice variety by neighbors. Some farmers left home for

employment~ in other countries. especially Malaysia.

Communication behavior and relation between the rice variety
and culture. The farmers had an average of 2 times per month of
contact with agricultural officers i.e. the officers visited them at
home. However, some farmers visited agricultural officers at Amphur
Agricultural Offices. In terms of relation between the rice variety
and culture, few farmers reported that Majanu rice was related to

religious rites.
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Opinions towards characteristics of the Majanu rice variety,
both the farmers and agricultural officers had a "positive" level of
opinions towards 6 characteristics of Majanu rice : production,
taste, not being affected by irrigation, insect and disease
resistance, suitability to land area and maintenance. Their

opinions were at "undecided"” level in the aspects of marketing and

price. It was found that the opinions of the farmers and
agricultural officers were in common in only one aspect — insect
and disease resistance. The opinions of the farmers were at a

higher level than those of the agricultural officers in the
following aspects : production, taste, not being effected by
irrigation, suitability to land area, maintenance, marketing and

price.
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