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ABSRACT

The objectives of this participation action research were to : 1) explore
community content and farmer context in Baan Hongnork community; 2) construct a
group forming process of farmer producing compost in Baan Hongnork community; and
3) explore problems encountered in group farming of the farmers. The sample group
consisted of 20 farmers producing compost in Baan Hongnork community. Research
instruments in the study included in-depth interview, focus group discussion, and
training. Obtained data were analyzed by using qualitative data analysis and
descriptive statistics (frequency and percentage).

Results of the study revealed that Baan Hongnork community was located on
a flat area. Most people there grew rice and they used chemical fertilizer for rice and
vegetable growing. However, there were problems in soil resource and low yields so
they decided to form a group to produce compost. The process of their group forming
to produce compost comprised 5 steps: 1) finding and analyzing internal problem;
2) needs of the farmers and discussion for problem solving; 3) the farmers made a
decision and hold a meeting for brainstorming to form a group; 4) the farmers set rules

and regulations; and 5) project planning for implementation.
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For problem encountered in group forming, it was found that most of the
farmers did not have the same available time and some of the farmers still used
chemicals since they were not confident in the quality of compost. Besides, the
process of group forming and did not express opinions to the public. Thus, they wished

various sectors to support activities of their group leading to sustainability.

Keyword: group farming, farmer, farmers producing compost, compost
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