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Abstract

The research “Chinese People in Chiang Mai with Identity construction through
cremation books from 1957 to 2014” focuses on explaining how Chinese people in Chiang Mai
constructed their identity through cremation books during the period mentioned. The research
methodology used is qualitative, emphasizing on information from cremation books including

other documents which are used to interpret and analyze by historical thinking concept.

It is found that from 1957 to 1992, Chinese people in Chiang Mai did not reveal their
identity through cremation books. This is because Chinese identity was not acceptable in Thai
society, which resulted from the identity defining from Thai elites and Thai government in King
Rama VI era. Therefore, Chinese identity found in cremation books in Ching Mai during that
period was naming the ancestors who were Chinese and using the name of their clan. The other
parts of cremation books did not relate to Chinese identity. In contrast, people focused on
Thainess and local identity, such as the respect of Thai institutions, the donation for others and
Lanna culture support. The reason of this is Chinese people in Chiang Mai needed space in their

society in order to be accepted and it also led to their business success and their daily activities.

Subsequently, from 1993 to 2014, the popularity of showing Chinese identity among
Chinese people in Chiang Mai increased. After 1992, Chinese people were more and more
accepted in Thai society since they were economically successful both in local and country levels.
They became the top people in government and politic systems. Moreover, “In the Name of the
Dragon”, a TV drama, was broadcasted at that time. This drama showed the positive images of

Chinese people which was hardly represented in Thai drama. After that, Chinese people in Chiang



Mai revealed their identity in cremation books. The Chinese identities shown in cremation books
were the biography of their Chinese ancestors in details, the use of Chinese characters, the
emphasis of characteristics of Chinese people. the remaining of Thainess and local identity
including the pictures of Chinese traditions. Thus, the reveal of Chinese identity through
cremation books in this period had made Chinese people in Chiang Mai widely accepted which
they could use it to further their business, play a politic role, or even encourage the Chinese

community itself in Chiang Mai.
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