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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted to investigate: 1) socio-economic attributes of
farmers growing crops in Chang Khoeng sub-district, Mae Chaem distrct, Chiang Mai
province; 2) readiness of the farmers to cope with natural calamities; 3) factors
effecting the readiness of the farmers to cope with natural calamities; and
4) problems encountered and suggestions about the readiness. The sample group
consisted of 199 farmers in Moo 5, 6, 8, 15 and 16 of Chang Khoeng sub-district and
they were obtained by multi-stage sampling. A set of questionnaires was used for

data collection and analyzed by using descriptive statistics and multiple regression.

Results of the study revealed that more than one-half of the respondents
were male (62.3%), 51-60 years old on average (40.8%), elementary school graduates
(77.9%) single (73.4%) and they had 4.6 household members (55.3%). Most of the
respondents (46.23%) there was 5 rai of agricultural land. Their monthly income
range was 1,000-5,000 baht (61.3%) with a debt range of 100,001-500,000 baht
(36.7%). The respondents had been living in their respective communities for 48
years on average. Most of them were not members of communities organization
(86.4%) and they perceived news about natural calamities through television 19
times per month on average. Most of them had never contacted concerned

government officials about natural calamities (77.3%) or even a raining/educational



trip related to disaster preparedness (97.5%).

Based on before, after and during natural calamities, a whole, the
respondents were ready at a moderate level. Training/educational trip and
concerned government official contact had a positive effect on the readiness
preparation. Only time span of living in the community and agricultural land was
found to have a negative effect. The following were problems encountered 1) lack
of readiness preparation to cope with natural calamities; 2) lack of supporting
budgets to prevent soil erosion; and 3) late assistance when confronting natural
calamities. For suggestions, it included the following: 1) holding a training to cope
with natural calamities; 2) the public sector should assist offer financial assistance to
farmers facing natural calamities; and 3) the public sector should have an

appropriate measure for readiness preparation to cope with natural calamities.

Keywords :  Disaster preparedness, Farmer, Chang Khoeng sub-district
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