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ABSTRACT

This research aimed at 1) exploring and resurrecting tourism products of
Pha Wai community, Puan Pu sub-district, Nong Hin district, Loei province; 2) studying
meaning and sign formation by community’s demand to develop tourism product
interpretation of Pha Wai community, Puan Pu sub-district, Nong Hin district, Loei
province; 3) developing participation of community in creating an interpretation
model to increase tourism product value of Pha Wai community, Puan Pu sub-
district, Nong Hin district, Loei province; and 4) exhibiting interpretation model to
increase tourism product value of Pha Wai community, Puan Pu sub-district, Nong Hin
district, Loei province. This qualitative research was conducted in Pha Wai
community, Puan Pu sub-district, Nong Hin district, Loei province. Data were
collected through in-depth interview and focus group discussion with 3 groups of
informants: tourism-related government officers, community leaders and tourism
leaders from conservative tourism group, and members of the conservative tourism

group. The results were as follows:

1. There were 5 components of tourism products of Pha Wai community,
Puan Pu sub-district, Nong Hin district, Loei province which were 1) Attraction: Phu Pa
Poh, Suk Jai forest monastery, Po Chai temple, Tham Pha Kwang temple, wickerwork,
bamboo product, Rue Si herbal tea, and local dishes; 2) Access: asphalt road,
concrete road, personal vehicle, E-tak vehicle; 3) Amenity: infrastructure, parking lot,

tourist information center, restaurants, and souvenir shops; 4) Accommodation:



homestays, hotels, resorts, and nearby accommodation; and 5) Activities: E-tak

sichtseeing and homestay activities.

2. Tourism products’ signs and meaning were created through
community participation and brainstorming from village leaders and members of Phu
Pa Poh conservative tourism group, including villagers and local government officers
related to tourism. It was found that the tourism products’ signs and meaning
reflected the actual community identities which were the natural tourism signs and
meaning — Phu Pa Poh - and the local-way-of-life signs and meaning — homestay

tourism.

3. The model of community participation was found in the form of
cooperation with external organizations when they were coordinated. Villagers were
actively aware of tourism through increasing collaboration with village leaders
through created working group because community activities required participation as
well as cooperation among members of Phu Pa Poh conservative tourism group. The
study showed that the community cooperation was vital to create tourism signs and
meaning in accordance with community needs and context throughout the process:
participation decision, operational planning, tourism products’ signs and meaning
development, benefit sharing, and monitoring and evaluation to develop tourism
products’ signs and meaning in the right direction, systematically and suitably to the

community context.

4. There were 4 steps in the process of a development of interpretation
to increase tourism product value of Pha Wai community, Puan Pu sub-district, Nong
Hin district, Loei province: Step 1 exploring and resurrecting tourism product of Pha
Wai community; Step 2 creating meaning and signs in accordance with community
demands to develop tourism product of Pha Wai community; Step 3 interpretation
tool selecting to increase value of tourism product of Pha Wai community; and Step
4 exhibiting a model of interpretation to increase tourism product value of Pha Wai

community, Puan Pu sub-district, Nong Hin district, Loei province.



The development of tourism product interpretation of Pha Wai community
required internal and external supporting factors. Community leaders and members
of Phu Pa Poh conservative tourism group had to be aware of the value of tourism
attractions in the community, need and prioritize tourism development in their
community, including collaborate and participate with external organizations in every
development process to create a model of tourism product interpretation to

increase tourism product value of Pha Wai community continuously.

Keywords :  value of tourism products, needs of the community, community

participation
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